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A Psalm To Asaph
1 Εἰς τὸ τέλος,       ὑπὲρ τῶν   ἀλλοιωθησομένων, μαρτύριον τῷ Ασαφ, ψαλμὸς ὑπὲρ τοῦ
 For the  end, concerning of the will be changing,      a testimony   to the Asaph, a psalm about the
 Ἀσσυρίου. 
Assyrian.

A Prayer for the Return of God's Favour
2 Ὁ ποιμαίνων τὸν Ισραηλ πρόσχες,     ὁ ὁδηγῶν ὡσεὶ πρόβατα τὸν Ιωσηφ· ὁ καθήμενος ἐπὶ 
 The shepherding the Israel let you keep, The  guiding as       sheep       the Israel; The sitting        with
τῶν χερουβιν, ἐμφάνηθι, 
the    cherubs,   let you appear,
3 ἐναντίον Εφραιμ καὶ Βενιαμιν    καὶ Μανασση· ἐξέγειρον τὴν δυναστείαν σου καὶ 
before         Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasse1; let you stir up the power    of you and 
ἐλθὲ                εἰς τὸ σῶσαι ἡμᾶς. 
let you come  for the to deliver us.

Despair at the Delay in God's Return
4 Ὁ Θεός ἐπίστρεψον            ἡμᾶς, καὶ ἐπίφανον        τὸ πρόσωπόν σου, καὶ σωθησόμεθα. 
O     God let you turn around us,   and  let be manifest the   face        of you, and we shall be saved.
5 Κύριε ὁ Θεὸς    τῶν δυνάμεων, ἕως πότε ὀργίζῃ                                      ἐπὶ τὴν προσευχὴν 
 O Lord the God of the Powers,  how   long   may you be provoked to anger upon the prayer
 τοῦ δούλου σου;
 of the slave    of you?
6 Ψωμιεῖς ἡμᾶς ἄρτον δακρύων, καὶ ποτιεῖς                    ἡμᾶς ἐν δάκρυσιν ἐν μέτρῳ 
You shall feed us bread of tears,    and shall make to drink us       in tears         by measure.
7 Ἔθου ἡμᾶς εἰς ἀντιλογίαν τοῖς γείτοσιν ἡμῶν, καὶ οἱ ἐχθροὶ     ἡμῶν ἐμυκτήρισαν ἡμᾶς. 
You place us for a hostility    to the neighbours of us, and the enemies of us mocked            us.
8 Κύριε ὁ Θεὸς τῶν δυνάμεων ἐπίστρεψον ἡμᾶς,       καὶ ἐπίφανον        τὸ πρόσωπόν σου,   καὶ
O Lord the God of the Powers    let you turn around us, and let be manifest the  face      of you, and
 σωθησόμεθα· διάψαλμα. 
we shall be saved; diapsalma.2

1  Manasseh Who makes to forget. "God hath made me forget" (Heb. nashshani ), Gen 41:51.  The elder of the two sons of Joseph. He and his 
brother Ephraim were afterwards adopted by Jacob as his own sons (Gen 48:1). There is an account of his marriage to a Syrian (Ch1 7:14); and 
the only thing afterwards recorded of him is, that his grandchildren were "brought up upon Joseph's knees" (Gen 50:23; R.V., "born upon Joseph's 
knees") i.e., were from their birth adopted by Joseph as his own children. The tribe of Manasseh was associated with that of Ephraim and 
Benjamin during the wanderings in the wilderness. They encamped on the west side of the tabernacle. According to the census taken at Sinai, this 
tribe then numbered 32,200 (Num 1:10, Num 1:35; Num 2:20, Num 2:21). Forty years afterwards its numbers had increased to 52,700 (Num 
26:34, Num 26:37), and it was at this time the most distinguished of all the tribes. The half of this tribe, along with Reuben and Gad, had their 
territory assigned them by Moses on the east of the Jordan (Jos 13:7); but it was left for Joshua to define the limits of each tribe. This territory on 
the east of Jordan was more valuable and of larger extent than all that was allotted to the nine and a half tribes in the land of Palestine. It is 
sometimes called "the land of Gilead," and is also spoken of as "on the other side of Jordan." The portion given to the half tribe of Manasseh was 
the largest on the east of Jordan. It embraced the whole of Bashan. It was bounded on the south by Mahanaim, and extended north to the foot of 
Lebanon. Argob, with its sixty cities, that "ocean of basaltic rocks and boulders tossed about in the wildest confusion," lay in the midst of this 
territory. The whole "land of Gilead" having been conquered, the two and a half tribes left their wives and families in the fortified cities there, and 
accompanied the other tribes across the Jordan, and took part with them in the wars of conquest. The allotment of the land having been 
completed, Joshua dismissed the two and a half tribes, commending them for their heroic service (Josh. 22:1-34). Thus dismissed, they returned 
over Jordan to their own inheritance.  On the west of Jordan the other half of the tribe of Manasseh was associated with Ephraim, and they had 
their portion in the very centre of Palestine, an area of about 1,300 square miles, the most valuable part of the whole country, abounding in 
springs of water. Manasseh's portion was immediately to the north of that of Ephraim (Jos 16:1). Thus the western Manasseh defended the passes 
of Esdraelon as the eastern kept the passes of the Hauran. 

2  Usually translated 'pause'.
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Israel Abandoned
9 Ἄμπελον ἐξ Αἰγύπτου μετῆρας,      ἐξέβαλες         ἔθνη   καὶ κατεφύτευσας αὐτήν. 
   A vine3 out of Egypt     you removed,   you expelled nations and planted            her.
10 Ὡδοποίησας ἔμπροσθεν αὐτῆς, καὶ κατεφύτευσας τὰς ῥίζας αὐτῆς, καὶ ἐπλήσθη ἡ γῆ. 
  You made a road before        her      and you planted      the roots   of her, and she filled the land.
11 Ἐκάλυψεν ὄρη           ἡ σκιὰ      αὐτῆς, καὶ αἱ ἀναδενδράδες αὐτῆς τὰς κέδρους τοῦ Θεοῦ. 
     Covered   mountains the shadow of her, and the boughs          of her  the    cedars    of the God.
12 Ἐξέτεινεν         τὰ κλήματα αὐτῆς ἕως θαλάσσης, καὶ ἕως ποταμοῦ τὰς παραφυάδας αὐτῆς.
 She stretched out the branches of her   unto sea,4          and unto a river5    the    shoots            of her.
13 Ἵνατί καθεῖλες        τὸν φραγμὸν αὐτῆς, καὶ τρυγῶσιν                 αὐτὴν πάντες οἱ 
     Why took you down the  fence        of her,   and they gather harvest of her   all         the
παραπορευόμενοι τὴν ὁδόν; 
travelling                  the   road?
14  Ἐλυμήνατο αὐτὴν σῦς       ἐκ δρυμοῦ, καὶ μονιὸς ἄγριος κατενεμήσατο αὐτήν.
   Despoiled        her     a boar from  wood, and  loner     field6    it ate away        her. 

A Prayer for the Return of God's Favour
15 Ὁ Θεὸς τῶν δυνάμεων ἐπίστρεψον δή, ἐπίβλεψον ἐξ      οὐρανοῦ καὶ ἰδὲ, 
The   God   of the Powers let you turn indeed, let you look from heaven      and let you behold,
καὶ ἐπίσκεψαι              τὴν ἄμπελον ταύτην· 
and let you watch over the   vine         this;
16 καὶ κατάρτισαι αὐτήν, ἣν ἐφύτευσεν ἡ δεξιά                σου, καὶ ἐπὶ υἱὸν ἀνθρώπου ὃν 
 and let you prepare her, which it planted the right hand of you, and upon son of man7      whom
ἐκραταίωσας σεαυτῷ.
you con firmed to yourself.
17 Ἐμπεπυρισμένη      πυρὶ καὶ ἀνεσκαμμένη·              ἀπὸ ἐπιτιμήσεως τοῦ προσώπου σου  
It having been burned in fire and having been dug up; from a reproaching of the face       of you
ἀπολοῦνται.
they shall be destroyed.
18 Γενηθήτω ἡ χείρ        σου ἐπ᾽    ἄνδρα δεξιᾶς σου,    καὶ ἐπὶ υἱὸν ἀνθρώπου, 
 Let it be       the hand of you upon a man of right of you, and upon son of man,
ὃν          ἐκραταίωσας σεαυτῷ.
whom you confirmed to yourself.
19 Καὶ οὐ μὴ          ἀποστῶμεν        ἀπὸ σοῦ, ζωώσεις ἡμᾶς,           καὶ τὸ ὄνομά σου 
And by no means may we separate from of you, you shall enliven us, and the name of you
ἐπικαλεσόμεθα. 
we shall call upon.

3  A feminine word.
4  That is to the west.
5  Euphrates.
6  Unattended animal – often translated 'wild beast' – the Greek word for wild beast is θηρίον, n.n.
7  Spurgeon's comment - The man of thy right hand... The Son of Man. These striking expressions apply in the fullest and most perfect sense 

to Christ. If the Man of God's right hand be the man placed there, to whom can the title apply but to him? for, to which of the angels said God at  
any time, Sit thou on my right hand? Heb 1:5; and much less has he said this of any Jewish king. As to the other appellation, The Son of Man, it is 
one of Christ's most definite titles, being given to him in Scripture no less than seventy-one times; in sixty-seven instances by himself; once by 
Daniel; once by the martyr Stephen; and twice by the Apostle John in the Revelation. He it is, too, whom the Father has made strong for the 
salvation of his church, and who will yet turn away captivity from the chosen people, and restore them to a place in the church, so that henceforth 
they will not go back from God. 
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20 Κύριε ὁ Θεὸς τῶν δυνάμεων ἐπίστρεψον        ἡμᾶς, καὶ ἐπίφανον                   τὸ πρόσωπόν  
O Lord  the God of the Powers   let you turn around us, and let you make manifest the face
σου,     καὶ σωθησόμεθα. 
of you, and we shall be saved.
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