
Hebrews

Introduction
Historical Evidence
Hebrews does not have the direct historical evidence as do many of the other books of the New 
Testament. Although the work appears to have been known by many of the early church historians 
its origin and author were very soon forgotten. Clement of Rome (died c.90) appears to have known 
'Hebrews' since he quotes from it (Clement has been offered as a possible author). 
From Clement's First Epistle to the Corinthians,
Chapter 9
Let us take (for instance) Enoch, who, being found righteous in obedience, was translated, and 
death was never known to happen to him.
Hebrews 11:5
 5 Πίστει Ἑνὼχ μετετέθη       τοῦ μὴ ἰδεῖν θάνατον, καὶ οὐχ  ἡυρίσκετο διότι
By faith  Enoch was transferred the not to see death,       and not still was found because 
 μετέθηκεν  αὐτὸν ὁ θεὸς.     πρὸ γὰρ τῆς μεταθέσεως μεμαρτύρηται 
transferred  him      the God. 1 Before for of the transfer he had testimony brought to him
εὐαρεστηκέναι                τῷ θεῷ· 
to have been well pleasing to the God;

Clement Chapter 12.
On account of her faith and hospitality, Rahab the harlot was saved. For when spies were sent by 
Joshua, the son of Nun, to Jericho, the king of the country ascertained that they were come to spy 
out their land, and sent men to seize them, in order that, when taken, they might be put to death.  
Hebrews 11:31
 31 Πίστει᾽Ραὰβ ἡ πόρνη οὐ    συναπώλετο                    τοῖς ἀπειθήσασιν      
By faith Rahab the prostitute not perished together with   the  having disobeyed 
δεξαμένη            τοὺς κατασκόπους μετ’ εἰρήνης. 
 having welcomed the scouts             with    peace.

Clement Chapter 12
Let us be imitators also of those who in goat-skins and sheep-skins

Hebrews 11:37

 37 ἐλιθάσθησαν, ἐπειράσθησαν,   ἐπρίσθησαν,                 ἐν φόνῳ μαχαίρης ἀπέθανον, 
They were stoned, they were tried, they were sawn in two, by murder of sword  they died,
περιῆλθον                   ἐν μηλωταῖς,   ἐν αἰγείοις δέρμασιν, ὑστερούμενοι,
they wandered around in sheepskins, in  of a goat hide,      being destitute,
 θλιβόμενοι,   κακουχούμενοι,
being afflicted, being ill treated,

Moses was called faithful in all God’s house;

Hebrews 3:2
 2 πιστὸν ὄντα τῷ ποιήσαντι          αὐτὸν, ὡς καὶ Μωϋσῆς ἐν [ὅλῳ] τῷ οἴκῳ αὐτοῦ.
faithful     being to the having appointed him,  as   also  Moses     in [whole] of the house of him.

1  Genesis 5:22, 24;  Sir. 44:16 Enoch pleased the Lord, and was translated, being an example of repentance to all 
generations. Wisdom 4:10 He pleased God, and was beloved of him: so that living among sinners he was translated. 
Enoch 70:1-4 
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Clement Chapter 19
“Becoming partakers of many great and glorious deeds, let us return to the aim of peace delivered 
to us from the beginning.” 

Hebrews 12:1

Τοιγαροῦν καὶ ἡμεῖς τοσοῦτον ἔχοντες περικείμενον ἡμῖν νέφος     μαρτύρων,
Consequently also    we      so great    having     lying around    us a dense cloud of witnesses, 
 ὄγκον ἀποθέμενοι πάντα καὶ τὴν εὐπερίστατον ἁμαρτίαν,
weight having set aside every and the easily surrounding sin,
 δι’        ὑπομονῆς τρέχωμεν                         τὸν προκείμενον ἡμῖν ἀγῶνα.
through endurance we should keep on running the being set before us   contest.

Clement Chapter 36
Or, “knowledge of immortality.” “who, being the brightness of His majesty, is by so much greater  
than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.”

Hebrews 1:3,4

 3 ὃς ὢν ἀπαύγασμα τῆς δόξης καὶ χαρακτὴρ    τῆς ὑποστάσεως αὐτοῦ, φέρων 
who being radiance    of the glory  and exact likeness of the real being      of him, bringing forth 
τε τὰ πάντα     τῷ     ῥήματι τῆς δυνάμεως αὐτοῦ, καθαρισμὸν τῶν 
also the all things by the saying   of the power      of him,  a cleansing     of the 
ἁμαρτιῶν ποιησάμενος ἐκάθισεν ἐν δεξιᾷ τῆς μεγαλωσύνης ἐν ὑψηλοῖς,
sins              having made   sat down on right of the Majesty 
 4 τοσούτῳ κρείττων γενόμενος τῶν ἀγγέλων ὅσῳ      διαφορώτερον παρ’ αὐτοὺς
  so much     better     having become to the  angels  as much as a more excellent than  them   
 κεκληρονόμηκεν ὄνομα.
he has inherited     name.

For it is thus written, “Who maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire.”

Hebrews 1:7
7 καὶ πρὸς μὲν τοὺς ἀγγέλους λέγει, 
 And unto indeed the angels         he says,

Ὁ ποιῶν τοὺς ἀγγέλους αὐτοῦ πνεύματα,
The making the  angels         of him   spirits,

καὶ τοὺς λειτουργοὺς αὐτοῦ πυρὸς φλόγα,
and the   servants           of him   of fire     a flame, 

But concerning His Son. Some render, “to the Son.” the Lord spoke thus: “Thou art my Son, to-
day have I begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession.

Hebrews 1:5

5 Τίνι     γὰρ εἶπεν ποτε          τῶν ἀγγέλων·
To which for  he said at any time of the  angels

Ὑιος μου   εἶ    συ,
Son   of me are you,

ἐγὼ σήμερον γεγέννηκά σε;
I      this day I have begotten you? 

καὶ πάλιν,
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and again,
Ἐγὼ ἔσομαι αὐτῷ εἰς πατέρα,
I         will be  to him for a father,

καὶ αὐτὸς ἔσται   μοι    εἰς υἱόν;
and he        shall be to me for a son;

And again He saith to Him, “Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy 
footstool.”

Hebrews 1:13

13 πρὸς τίνα δὲ τῶν ἀγγέλων εἴρηκέν ποτε, 
Unto     which but of the angels    has he said at any time, 

Κάθου ἐκ δεξιῶν μου, 
Sit         at  right    of me,

ἕως ἂν θῶ      τοὺς ἐχθρούς σου ὑποπόδιον τῶν ποδῶν σου; 
until I should set the foes        of you a footstool of the feet         of you?

The author of the 'Shepherd of Hermas' is said to have known the Epistle2 in the second half of the 
2nd century. Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, ( died c 200) and Hippolytus, a schismatic bishop ( died 
around 236) were aware of the book, as were Clement of Alexandria (died 215) and his teacher 
Pantaenus (died c 200), however, these last two considered Hebrews to have been written by Paul 
and that it was originally in Hebrew and translated into Greek by Luke. Origen ( late 2nd century in 
Alexandria) regularly quoted from the epistle, and while accepting its exceptional literary quality, 
recommended that it should be ascribed to St. Paul. There is no mention of the Epistle in the 
Muratorian Canon ( late 2nd century) :-
For the Epistles of Paul . . . . he wrote to not more than seven churches, in this order; the first to the 
Corinthians, the second to the Ephesians, the third to the Philippians, the fourth to the Colossians,  
the fifth to the Galatians, the sixth to the Thessalonians, the seventh to the Romans. . . .He wrote 
besides these one to Philemon, one to Titus, and two to Timothy. These were written in personal  
affection; but they have been hallowed by being held in honour by the Catholic Church for the 
regulation of  church discipline. There are extant also a letter to the Laodiceans and another to the 
Alexandrians, forged under Paul's name to further the heresy of Marcion.3

Author and Authenticity.
From the earliest days the Eastern Orthodox Church has insisted that the Epistle was written by St. 
Paul, first in Hebrew, then translated in to Greek by St. Luke. The Western Catholic Church was 
much less certain of Paul's authorship. Irenaeus (2nd century) and Hippolytus (3rd century )  knew of 
the Epistle but did not regard it as having been written by Paul. Origen ( c. 185 -232 ) had his 
doubts about Pauline authorship but decided to support the Eastern position. After the 4th century 
the Western Church accepted the Eastern opinion, and that was not disputed again until the time of 
Erasmus ( 1466-1536) and the Reformation. Modern opinion is that the Epistle is not the work of 
St. Paul. However, Johnson4 produced seven points which indicated, in his opinion, Pauline 
authorship :-

1. There is no proof that any other of the possible authors offered actually was the author.
2. Paul was named as author as early as the second century.
3. The foremost of the Ante-Nicene Fathers regarded it as by Paul.

2 Catholic Encyclopedia.
3 H. Bettenson, 'Documents of the Christian Church'.
4 Johnson, B.W. The People's New Testament, 1891. CCEL
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4. It was written during Paul's lifetime ( the Temple was still in existence), by a friend of 
Timothy, in Italy and by a person in captivity.

5. The use of grace in the final benediction is characteristic of Paul.
6. Peter in his Second Epistle records that Paul had already written to the Hebrews ( 3:15) - 

καθὼς καὶ ὁ ἀγαπητὸς ἡμῶν ἀδελφὸς Παῦλος κατὰ τὴν δοθεῖσαν   αὐτῷ σοφίαν 
ἔγραψεν ὑμῖν,  as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom having been 
given to him, wrote to you,

7. The thoughts are characteristic of Paul even though the language is of another.

Nevertheless, on account of the quality of the Greek, the argument against Pauline authorship is 
powerful. The Greek is not the idiomatic spoken Greek which so characterises Paul's Epistles, it is 
elegant literary Greek and is considered to be the 'best' Greek of the New Testament.5 
As regards language, the letter is a treasure-house of expressions characteristic of the individuality 
of the writer. As many as 168 terms have been counted which appear in no other part of the New 
Testament, among them ten words found neither in Biblical or classical Greek, and forty words also 
which are not found in the Septuagint. 6

Clement of Alexandria claimed that Paul wrote the letter in Hebrew, and for practical reasons left 
out his name, then the Epistle was translated into Greek by St. Luke. There  are a number of 
reasons as to why we should consider the Greek version we we have is the original.

1. The use of the Genitive Absolute phrase7 which has no equivalent in Hebrew eg 2:4 
συνεπιμαρτυροῦντος τοῦ θεοῦ – God also bearing witness.

2. There are a number of words which are peculiarly Greek and do not render adequately into 
Hebrew :- 1:3 ἀπαύγασμα – 'radiance', 'a shining forth';  5:2  μετριοπαθεῖν - ' to be 
moderate in passion, gentle, treat with mildness'; 12:1  εὐπερίστατον – 'easily 
encompassing / besetting / distracting. It is highly unlikely that a translator from Hebrew to 
Greek would use such unusual Greek expressions.8 Furthermore chapter 9 depends for its 
sense on  διαθήκῃ meaning testament as well as covenant. The Hebrew word cannot mean 
both.

3. The quotations from the Old Testament are from the Septuagint – even where these are at 
variance from the Hebrew.

4. Hebrews is included in all the major Greek codices of the 4th / 5th centuries and papyrus p46 

dating from c 200.
5. It has been said that it would not be wise to write to Palestinian Jews in Greek, but one has 

to consider if the writer could write in Hebrew? Paul probably could, but the language of the 
Roman and Alexandrian synagogues was Greek, also the principal language of the Jews of 
the Dispersion was Greek. It follows, therefore, that it would have been perfectly reasonable 
to write to Jews in Greek and would have made certain that Epistle had a wide audience. 

5 I think that is because of the elegance of the language and its variance from the the Koine Greek of the other books, 
that I have found that producing an interlinear translation the most difficult in this project.

6 The Catholic Encyclopedia.
7 The Genitive Absolute is a participle used in agreement with a noun in the genitive case where  the whole phrase is 

absolutely independent  of the construction of the rest of the sentence. These Genitive Absolute phrases often begin 
a sentence and set a scene.

8 Cassell's Dictionary of the Bible.
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A Memorial from the Synagogue in Rome now in the Epigraphs Museum, Rome

Date, Place of Writing and To Whom it was First Addressed.
The traditional opinion is that Hebrews was written before the destruction of the Temple in 70 and 
probably during the time of Paul's final imprisonment c. 61 – 64.

The place of composition was Italy, and more precisely, Rome, since an inscription in the Codex 
Alexandrinus indicates so.

The early Church was of the opinion that Hebrews was addressed to the Christians of Jewish origin 
in Palestine and that is still the best view. The writer writes on the premise that his readers will have 
a full understanding of the Levitical Law and warns of the dangers to Christianity of continuing to 
observe these Laws.
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